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A Professor’s Short Love/
Hate Affair with Hollywood

The December meeting of the Old 
Baldy Civil War Round Table will be 
held on Thursday, December 13 start-
ing at 7:30 PM at the Civil War and 
Underground Railroad Museum at 
1805 Pine Street in Philadelphia. The 
speaker will be Gregory J. W. Urwin 
and the subject will be "Glory and Me" 
This is an insider’s look at the mak-
ing of Glory, the epic, Oscar-winning 
film about the 54th Massachusetts 
Volunteer Infantry, the Union Army’s 
most famous black regiment in the 
Civil War.  Professor Urwin equipped and trained thirteen 
of his black students to participate in filming the climactic 
Fort Wagner assault sequence and he commanded them 
and other black extras while portraying one of the 54th’s 
white officers.  His story is filled with craziness and com-
edy, star power and fragile egos, spectacle and scandal, 
camaraderie and class differences, racial unity and divi-
sions, shared hardship and befuddlement, and alternating 
surges of exaltation, inspiration, and exasperation.

Gregory J. W. Urwin is a professor of history and asso-
ciate director of the Center for the Study of Force 
and Diplomacy at Temple University in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  Urwin is the author or editor of eight books.

Urwin has appeared in numerous documentaries on the 
History Channel, A&E, PBS, and commercial television.   
He also worked as a troop trainer and extra in the Civil 
War epic film, Glory.  Urwin lives with his wife and son in 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania.

December 13, 2007, The One Hundred and Forty-Seventh Year of the Civil War

Continued on page 2

President's Message
It is, perhaps, appropriate that we take a moment to exam-
ine where we as a Round Table are as we close our 30th An-
niversary Year. It was a little more than a year ago that the 
“Board” gathered to decide whether we should dissolve the 
Round Table or whether we should give it “one more try.” 
No one wanted to dissolve the round table as we discussed 
the fate of Old Baldy, but we defi nitely saw a huge uphill bat-

“Glory and Me” tle facing us. We real-
ized that membership 
had dropped off and 
many members were 
reluctant to attend 
meetings, fi nancially 
the Round Table was 
on a shaky footing, 
and we believed that 
the real purpose of the 
organization was not 
only to hold meet-
ings but to donate to 
battlefi eld preserva-
tion. Even though it 
seemed as if we were 
facing insurmountable 
odds, no one was will-

ing to pull the trigger – so we took the plunge and decided 
to give it a shot. 

In a moment of weakness, I agreed to accept the posi-
tion of President with a number of huge caveats: that Don 
Wiles would continue his tremendous work as newslet-
ter editor and that Mike Cavanaugh would continue 
to have the newsletter printed and mailed (not to say to 
continue to remain as wise sage!). Rich Jankowski and 
Herb Kaufman stepped-up to serve as Vice President and 
Treasurer, respectively – both valued and extremely under 
appreciated roles. It has been said that if you want some-
thing done well, give it to a busy man – so we chose Harry 
Jenkins as our Program Chair. Bill Hughes also accepted 
the position of Secretary when Tina Newberry reluctantly 
moved on to greener pastures.

But it really is the membership of the organization that is 
its heart and soul and gives it life. We did receive several 
generous fi nancial donations from members and friends 
of Old Baldy, and our fund raising dinner with Dr. Richard 
J. Sommers was a huge success. (Dr. Thomas P. Lowry, 
author of “The Story the Soldiers Wouldn’t Tell: Sex in 
the Civil War,” “Curmudgeons, Drunkards, and Outright 
Fools: The Court-Martials of Fifty Civil War Colonels” and 
numerous other volumes will be our speaker.) In addi-
tion, membership was made from a calendar basis so we 
know exactly how much money the Round Table has to 
work with. We had a large number of members rejoin the 
Round Table and people started coming back to meet-
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November 8, 2007 meeting
“Vicksburg vs Gettysburg”

Round Table Discussion

Lt. Frank Haskell - Hero or Humbug! 
That was one of the issues that came up at November's 
Old Baldy Roundtable.  As most know, Haskell wrote 
an account of Pickett's Charge in which he single-hand-
edly rallies the 71st PA (while whacking those "not quick 
of comprehension" with the flat of his saber) and then 
goads the 72nd PA into charging the wall and ending 
the Rebel attack. Despite claims by Philadelphia Brigade 
veterans that Haskell over-embellished his role, earlier 

ings. Through the hard work and dedicated efforts of the 
members and friends of Old Baldy we were able to take 
the fi nances of the Round Table from $5 and change in our 
account to over $1,700.00. I am very pleased to report that 
the members who attended the November meeting voted 
to donate $300.00 to the Civil War Preservation Trust and 
their efforts to save Glendale battlefi eld. In addition, we do-
nated $100 each to the Gettysburg Battlefi eld Preservation 
Association’s preservation efforts at the Daniel Lady Farm 
and to the Central Virginia Preservation Trust. Earlier, a 
donation had been made to the Civil War and Underground 
Railroad Museum of Philadelphia, which graciously serves 
as the “home” of Old Baldy.

So, thanks to everyone for a job well done!! I’m defi nitely 
looking forward to another exciting challenging year!

PFC Bill Holdsworth, our active-duty member in the 
United States Marine Corps recently surprised his younger 
brothers by arriving home for a short Thanksgiving leave. 
Billy is fi nishing his training at the School of Infantry at 
Camp Geiger, NC and was recently given his permanent 
Fleet assignment, which will be with the 3rd Marine Regi-
ment, stationed in Hawaii. Billy will be fi nishing his training 
at Camp Geiger shortly before Christmas and will be able 
to spend a short leave with his family before reporting to 
Marine Corp Base Hawaii right after the New Year.

Billy recently related a story that demonstrated that the 
old saw that “the weapon on which you depend to save 
your life was made by the lowest bidder” still holds true. 
Not too long ago his company was on a 12-mile hump 
when they ran into more excitement than they bargained 
for. The company was marching down a country road that 
was rather remote, with heavy woods on both sides of the 
road. All of a sudden, there was a heavy crashing in the 
timber and a large deer came crashing through the woods 
into the column, smack into the special weapons platoon 
at the head of the column. The deer charged right into the 
column and took-out three men. The deer was dazed for a 
moment but got up and ran off into the woods. The man 
carrying the machine gun was knocked-out and initially 
thought to have broken ribs. (He was probably saved 
because he was wearing body armor!) Unfortunately, the 
machine gun barrel he was carrying was damaged to the 
point of being unusable, once again demonstrating: “the 
weapon on which you depend to save your life was made 
by the lowest bidder.”

Once again, thanks to all for making 2007 such as suc-
cessful year!!
 As always, I look forward to seeing everyone at the meet-
ing!!

 Be well!! Steven J. Wright,  President

historians uncritically repeated Haskell's observations (see 
George Stewart's 1959 account in his Pickett's Charge: 
A Microhistory of the Final Attack at Gettysburg, July 3, 
1863 (pp. 214, 243-44).  The question that came up at 
the Roundtable is whether recent scholarship has treated 
Haskell more critically? I think the answer is a qualified 
"Yes."

I checked the references to Haskell in four recent books 
concerning Pickett's Charge as well as Gary Lash's 
1992 article on the Philadelphia Brigade for Gettysburg 
Magazine (no. 7). The books are N. A. Trudeau's 
Gettysburg: A Testing of Courage (2002); Earl Hess' 
Pickett's Charge: The Last Attack at Gettysburg (2001); 
Jeffrey Wert's Gettysburg: Day Three (2001); and 
Bradley Gottfried's Stopping Pickett: The History of the 
Philadelphia Brigade (1999).  Although Haskell is often 
cited extensively in these works, these authors tend to 
minimize - if not refute - Haskell's self-serving claims con-
cerning the 71st and 72nd PA.

Hess is Haskell's harshest critic, referring to Haskell's nar-
rative as "dramatic but wholly unreliable account," (n. 100, 

The subject was which 
one was most important 
either as a military victory 

or as a PR victory.  Why were more books written about 
Gettysburg and the major reunions held at Gettysburg? It 
was a very interesting discussion and all participated with 
much input.

One of the issues was the influence of Lt. Frank Haskell's 
writings... Jim Heenehan has done some research and 
provided us with the following information... 

Continued on page 7



Union soldiers, under 
command of Brig. 
Gen. R. H. Milroy. 
Milroy and his men 
came one mountain over to pay a call on their seces-
sionist neighbors, and a considerable battle ensued. The 
effort caused about as much damage to the attackers as 
to those they attacked: 137 Federal casualties to 146 for 
the Confederates. It did drive the boys in gray off Buffalo 
Mountain; they headed for Stanton. The Unionists returned 
to Cheat Mountain.   www.civilwarinteractive.com

the decades watching over the last bivouac of the veterans 
who settled in this area after the Civil War more than a 
century ago.

The sun has set over this 
quiet corner of Oak Hill 
Cemetery, the seemingly 
deserted GAR plot where 
the veterans are buried. The 
small flags placed on each 
grave flutter in the evening 
breeze.

Only the stark figure of the 
statue looms above the hori-
zon, the sculptured soldier 
holding his rifle at ready by 
his side.

Tomorrow there will be 
parades and speeches as 
people gather at the monu-
ments down town to honor 
the dead of past wars.

Tonight on Oak Hill there is 
only silence – not even the 
crackling of a watchfire can 
be heard.  

But if a visitor to the cem-
etery listens closely on this 

Memorial Day’s eve, he might pick up the low strains of a 
hauntingly familiar ballad:

 “Yes, we’ll rally ‘round the flag, boys, 
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Today in Civil War History

Friday December 13, 1861
Buffalo Belligerence Breaks Both

Over in the western part of Virginia (which was still one 
state in these days) there is a high spot of land known 
as Buffalo Mountain. On this hill was a Confederate 
outpost known as Camp Allegheny. This was not an 
entirely comfortable place for them to be, as Western 
Virginia had voted strongly against secession and was 
full of Union supporters. In fact, just on the next hill over, 
known as Cheat Mountain, there was a whole camp of 

Continued on page 4

After my annual trip to Gettysburg for remembrance 
weekend to honor those who fought during the Civil War 
I remembered this article. I thought our readers would 
enjoy it. It speaks to how easy it is to forget 
those who fought and are buried in forgotten 
cemeteries through out the country.

Voice of Freedom
Billy Watches Over the 
Freedom Fighters

Article and Photos by Bill Hughes

The City of Vineland, New Jersey was just being 
founded when the Civil War broke out in 1861. 
However, after the war numerous veterans from 
several states settled in Vineland. The Lyon Post 
#10 GAR. was a very active group, and there are 
good records available today. Vineland has two 
Civil War monuments that were put in place by 
the GAR.   The following article was published 
on Memorial Day’s eve 1981 in the Atlantic City 
Press. It was by a staff writer, Randolf Brant, and 
could apply to many small towns across the 
land.

Vineland -  He’s been standing guard for nearly 
70 years – “on picket,” he would call it – ever 
since surviving members of the Grand Army 
of the Republic paid $200 to have him chiseled out of a 
block of granite in 1912.

Dedicated “in memory of our heroic dead,” he’s spent 

Camp Allegheny Confederate 
Fortifications

Camp Allegheny West 
Virginia State Marker

Camp Allegheny - Named for
CSA Colonel Edward “Allegheny” Johnson

Cheat Mountain
Union Fortifi cations

Cheat Mountain Wayside Marker

Photos - Don Wiles
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Continued from page 3 - Voice of Freedom

 We’ll rally once again,
 Shouting the battle-cry of Freedom…”

“Who’s singing that?” the visitor blurts out nervously. 
“Who’s there?”

“It’s me, boy” responds Billy, the granite soldier. “Gets 
lonely up here on the hill, and my boys ‘preciate a little 
tune from the ole days.”

 “The Union forever! Hurrah, boys, hurrah!
 Down with the traitors, up with the stars:
 While we rally ‘round the flag, boys,
 Rally once again,
 Shouting the battle-cry of Freedom…”

“Do you mean you know these men,” the visitor asks. 
“the men who have been buried here all these years?”

“Course I know ‘em,” Billy replies. "We had plenty of 
time to swap tales long ere you come along. What else 
would a company of old comrades do besides swap 
stories? I been yearnin’ for years to share  ‘em with 
somebody.” 

By this time the visitor is fascinated, and, of course, he 
can’t deny an old soldier a chance to tell his tales.

“Who are these men?’ the visitor inquires politely. “Where 
did they come from? What did they do?”

“Most of ‘em seen plenty of fightin’ in the late 
Rebellion, that’s for sure,” Billy begins. “Most everybody 
here paid a price, too. Jest ‘bout every single soul car-
ried some marks of the war to his dyin’ day.”

“Take ole Johnny Kite, for example,” Billy says as he 
peers down at the faded inscription on one of the aging 
tombstones. “Rebel ball went clean through his shoul-
der durin’ the battle of Chancellorsville. Johnny got 
back to soldierin’ after a spell but he warn’t never the 
same. That ole wound troubled him up until the day he 
died in 1905, and he was luckier than a lot of ‘em.”

“Johnny’s regiment, the 12th New Jersey, took a 
bad beatin’ that day, May 3, 1863, but they held 
their ground until their right was turned by Gen’ral 
Jackson’s Corps. Lost their colonel and 178 men 
kilt and wounded. Four of ‘em who died was from 
Johnny’s own company.”

“The fightin’ was fearful. Wounded laid there on their 
own and couldn’t staunch the flow of blood. Some 
bones was still bleachin’ in the sun when our boys 
covered the same ground on the way to the Wilderness 
and Spottsylvania Court House in ’64.”

Billy stops, his stony stare even more distant than before.

“Lord, when you think about some of the things these 
boys see’d, it’s a marvel they don’t wake up screamin’ 
some times,” he says, as if to himself.

“Have  ‘em from regiments from all over the East,” Billy 
continues. “Most of ‘em from Jersey, but a few from 
Pennsylvania, Maine and New Hampshire. They jest 
ended up here after the war, I reckon. Even have a few 
from the colored regiments. “ 

“Off yonder is Paris Hall, for example,” Billy says. 
“Fought with a regiment of U.S. colored volunteers, he 
did. ‘Least until he got wounded durin’ the assault on 
Petersburg in ’64. That’s when he got his leg tore up by 

a Confederate shell.”

“Yessir, that was July 30, 
“ Billy recalls. “A day to 
remember and one you 
could forget if you wanted 
to.”
 
“They called it ‘Battle 
of the Crater’ ‘cause our 
men tunneled under the 
Rebel lines and planted 
a mine that left a hole 30 
feet deep in the center of 
their works. Would have 
done the trick, too, if our 
Gen’rals had lead their 
men ‘stead of stayin’ 
holed up oughta sight in a 

bombproof. Fact is we never did get them Johnnies out 
of Petersburg for nearly ‘nother year. And by that time 
ole Bobby Lee was fixin’ to surrender at Appomattox 
anyway.”

“All of ‘em got stories to tell, each and every one of 
‘em,” Billy continues. “Jake Graul over ther rode with 
Pennsylvania Cavalry as they chased Jeb Stuart ‘cross 
Maryland afore the Battle of Gettysburg in the sum-
mer ’63. Jake got shot off his mount and missed the 
big fight, but he’s somethin’  of a celebrity ‘round here 
cause he got to shake Abe Lincoln’s hand in the hospi-
tal.”

“Then there’s Harvey Shaw. He was with the 24th New 
Jersey when Gen’ral Burnside ordered our boys into 
the front line for a hopeless assault on Marye’s Heights 
at Fredericksburg in December ’62. Them Rebels 
entrenched behind that there stone wall cut our boys to 
ribbons. Harvey came through the battle, I reckon, but 
he took sick afterwards and got discharged for disabil-
ity. Same thing happened with a lot of the boys of the 
24th. Most of ‘em lost their blankets and bedrolls and it 
was a terrible cold march back to camp.”

“ I reckon I feel most sorry for Charlie Clifford,”  Billy 
says. “He joined up for three years but didn’t last three 
months. Slipped on a rotten apple he did, and the box 
of Minnie balls he was haulin’ fell down on ‘em and 
near’ broke his back. Might sound almost comical now, 
but poor Charlie was infirm all the rest of his days jest 
‘cause he didn’t see that rotten apple!”

“ Yessir, all of ‘em got their tales. There’s Neil Inglis and 
John Pinto over yonder, and Jake Schockley and Harry 
Whitecar and Bill Chew and others.”

Billy’s voice drops down low, "I reckon nobody cares much 
no more,” he whispers. “Jest a lot of old headstones get-
ting’ wore down slow by the wind.”

He Pauses.
           “Least I remember what happened, and I h’aint 
going nowhere……….”

 “We are springing to the call,
 Of our brothers gone before,
 Shouting the battle-cry of freedom;
  And we’ll fill the vacant ranks,
 With a million freemen more,
 Shouting the battle-cry of freedom.” 



Schedule of
Old Baldy CWRT Speakers for 2007/2008

December 13, 2007 - Thursday 
“Glory” and Me:

A Professor’s Short Love/Hate Affair with Hollywood
Dr. Gregory Urwin, Professor of History, Temple University

January 10, 2008 – Thursday
“Meet General A. A. Humphreys”

His life and Civil War service presented in “first-person” 
Mr. Jerry McCormick

February 14, 2008 – Thursday
Lincoln’s Cabinet and Secretary of War Simon Cameron

Mr. Joseph Mieczkowski
Gettysburg Battlefield Guide, President of the Gettysburg CWRT

April 10, 2008 – Thursday
“Appomattox / Lee’s Retreat”

An overview and Power Point presentation
Mr. Peter Romeika

June 4, 2008 – Thursday
“The War in the West”

Mr. Terry Winschel of the National Park Service, Vicksburg, MS

September 4, 2008 – Thursday
(Topic TBD)

Mr. Gordon Rhea Historian/Author

(Other dates and topics to be determined.)

All meetings, unless otherwise noted, begin
at 7:30 PM at the

Civil War and Underground Railroad Museum,
1805 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Questions to Harry Jenkins at 856-428-8773 or
hj3bama@comcast.net

Members go out to a local restaurant for dinner between
5:30 & 6 P.M.

You’re Welcome to Join Us!

The Philippi Covered Bridge, over the Tygart Valley River, 
was built in 1852 and is over 280 feet long. It is the only 
remaining two-lane "double barrel" covered bridge still 
in use on a US highway. This bridge is also historically 
significant as on June 3, 1861, it was the scene of the 
first land battle of the Civil War. This covered bridge was 
nearly destroyed by fire in 1989 but has been completely 
restored.

James Edward Hanger, an 18 year-old member of the 
Confederate Cavalry at Philippi, was stuck in the leg by a 
cannon ball. Union officers amputated his leg above the 
knee. After returning home, this resourceful young man 
developed the first artificial limb which he later marketed 
to help other disabled veterans.

The crown jewel of the town is definitely the Barbour 
County Historical Museum, which is housed in an old 
restored rail depot located at the end of the covered 
bridge. Upon entering this unassuming museum, you are 
immediately greeted by a friendly face and are surrounded 
by several rooms containing a variety of interesting arti-
facts. You will see the usual fare offered at town museums, 
Civil War memorabilia, historical clothing and photo-
graphs. Some of the more interesting exhibits include a 
drum from the surrender at Appomattox, an old moon-
shine still, an old Myers phone switchboard and a billy 
club carried by the sheriff of Philippi who served 3 terms 
from 1920 - 1948.

In 1888, a local farmer and amateur embalmer mummi-
fied some cadavers that traveled with P.T. Barnum’s circus. 
They “retired” to Philippi and can be seen in a small room 
at the depot for $1. 

First Land Battle in the 
Civil War Marker

One of Many Wayside 
Markers in the Area

Memorial to Confederate 
Units at Philippi

Philippi Covered Bridge

Barbour County 
Historical Museum

The Philippi Mummies

Marker to the 
Invention of the 
First Artifi cial 

Limb 

Rich's Recommended Travels
Philippi, West Virginia

Article and Photos by Rich Jankowski
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they convey, have frequently 
been used to represent political 
and historical situations and have 
long been popular as vehicles for 
satire.

Thomas Nast was a fervent sup-
porter of Abraham Lincoln and 
the cause of the Union.  While 
not an abolitionist, he strongly 
believed that slavery was an evil 
condition that must be abolished.  
With this in mind, he began to 
search for some way of express-
ing his feelings and emotions at 
Christmas time, while still in the 
midst of a terrible war.  

On one occasion, Nast’s wife 
read him the wonderful poem by 

Clement Moore.  He decided to draw on the native German 
tradition of St. Nicholas, combining this tradition with the 
description of Santa Claus in Clement Moore’s poem, to 
create an illustration of “Santa Claus in Camp” for the 
cover of the January 3, 1863 issue of Harper’s Weekly.  
This illustration shows Santa as a plump “right jolly old elf” 
distributing gifts to the Union troops.  Santa is dressed in 
the stars and stripes while large American flag waves over 
the scene. As he distributes his gifts, Santa holds a doll of 
Jefferson Davis hanging by his neck.

The center double page illustration in that same issue, 
“Christmas Eve” depicted a young woman praying for 
her husband who was off in the war, while her “children 
were nestled all snug in their beds.”  The opposite illustra-
tion showed her husband, in a cold, dreary military camp, 
wistfully looking at a photograph of his wife and children.  
Abraham Lincoln stated that he “was moved to tears” 
when he first saw the illustration.

Nast’s illustrations of Santa Claus began to instantly grow 
in popularity.  He continued to draw Santa for Harper’s, 
with a new illustration every Christmas during the war.  
After the war, Nast continued to refine his depiction of 
Santa and he created 76 Christmas engravings that were 
signed and published.  “Nast used Moore's poem to put it 
all together in visual form; a sleigh, reindeer, jolly old elf, 
filling the stockings hung by the chimney, and so forth. “

Over the ensuing years, Nast used his own imagination 
to expand upon his concept of Santa. He was the first to 
establish that Santa's home was in the North Pole. In this 
way, Santa didn't belong to any one country -- he became 
a citizen of the world.  He also created the idea that Santa 
had a workshop and elves to help him.  It was also through 
his engravings that the idea of kissing under the mistletoe 
came to be established as a custom in the United States.

Christmas Day was declared a Federal holiday in 1870, 
and an extended school vacation became a custom.  This 
may also be due, at least in part, to the popularity of 
Thomas Nast’s images and engravings.

Thomas Nast brought Christmas to a large audience 
through his engravings. He continued to refine his vision 
of Santa, until he drew his final Santa in 1890.  Nast’s 
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By Herb Kaufman

T'was the night before Christmas, 
    when all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring, --not even a mouse; 
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 
    In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.
The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 
While visions of sugar-plums danced in their heads;

These famous words begin Clement Moore’s wonder-
ful poem, “A Visit from St. Nicholas.”  The poem first 
appeared in the Troy, New York Sentinel newspaper on 
December 23, 1823.  Forty years later, during the height 
of the Civil War, Moore’s description of Santa Claus would 
serve as the motivation for Thomas Nast’s illustration of 
Santa Claus on the cover of Harper’s Weekly.

Thomas Nast was born in Germany in 1840.  Nast was 
born with an inquisitive mind and the natural ability to 
draw.  At the age of six he came to the United States and 
at fifteen became a draftsman for Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 
Newspaper.  From 1859 to 1860 he worked for Harper’s 
Weekly, leaving them for two years to work in Europe.  He 
retuned to the United States in 1862 and became one of 
America’s most famous illustrators as he created numer-
ous American icons as he worked for Harper’s Weekly 
from 1862 through 1886.

Although Thomas Nast achieved great popularity through 
his Christmas illustrations, he could not read nor write.  At 
first he had his wife read to him.  Later, as he achieved 
financial independence he hired scholars to read to him 
from history and science including the daily newspapers.  
It is from these readings that he gained the inspiration for 
many of his engravings.

In an era when most illustrators were confined to depicting 
actual scenes and depictions of military and civilian life, 
the Harper brothers allowed Thomas Nast to create alle-
gorical figures and symbols.  An allegorical illustration is a 
visual expression that uses symbolic figures, objects, and 
actions to convey truths or generalizations about human 
conduct or experience. Symbolic allegories, in which char-
acters may also have an identity apart from the message 

Thomas Nast:  The Father of Santa Claus

Thomas Nast - LOC

Continued on page 7

"Caught" - LOC
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Continued from the 
November issue

Gettysburg 
Compiler

July 6, 1886
A NEW 

SENSATION.

Courtesy of Ginny 
Gage, The Camp Griffin 

Gazette

Further on he said:

Meade knew nothing of Gettysburg.  He says that when 
he ordered Hancock there to reconnoiter, “I furthermore 
instructed him that upon his arrival at Gettysburg—a place 
I had never seen in my life, and had no more knowledge of 
than you have now” (addressing the committee on the con-
duct of the war,) “if he should find the position unsuitable 
and the advantages on the side of the enemy, he should 
report to me the nearest position in the immediate neigh-
borhood of Gettysburg where a concentration of the army 
would be more advantageous than at Gettysburg.”

Thus it was uncertain on the first of July whether we would 
concentrate at Emmitsburg, or Pipe Creek, or Gettysburg, 
or somewhere in the neighborhood of Gettysburg.  Buford, 
Reynolds, Howard and Sickles all drifted to the battlefield 
as by a common intuition.  Buford, with his division, or 
rather a part of it, for the reserve brigade under Merritt, was 
at Mechanicstown with his trains, held the enemy’s advance 
in check as they were about to occupy Gettysburg.  
Reynolds, with the First Corps, resisted their advance, while 
Howard, in support, took position on Cemetery Ridge, and 

Continued on page 8

grandson stated in 1971 that “my grandfather was quite 
proud of the title Santa Claus’ father.”  “It was a source 
of great pride to him he had become known as Santa 
Claus’ Father because of his Civil War drawings.”

After the Civil War, Thomas Nast continued his asso-
ciation with Harper’s Weekly, using its pages to create 
a number of American political icons including the 
Tammany Hall Tiger, the Republican Party Elephant, 
and the Democratic Party Donkey.  He created the 
image of “Columbia” in flowing gown and tiara, carrying 
a sword to defend the downtrodden.

Thomas Nast lived near Philadelphia, in Morristown, 
New Jersey.  He passed away in 1902 from yellow fever 
contracted while serving as General Counsel in Ecuador.  
Thomas Nast is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in the 
Bronx, New York. "Christmas Eve" - Harper's Weekley - LOC

Continued from page 6 - Thomas Nast

p. 443).  Hess states that Haskell "later took credit" for 
rallying the 71st PA and that "Haskell later took full and 
undeserved credit" for the advance of the 72nd PA (pp. 
245, 289). 

In reference to Haskell's claim to have helped rally the 
71st PA, Lash charitably calls it "probably a bit over-
stated," though in his footnotes, Lash states, "Any extant 
references to Lt. Haskell's self-alleged role in steadying 
the disorganized 71st PA have not been located by the 
author," (p. 106, n. 31).   While noting that Haskell's 

account of his role with the 
72nd PA cannot be veri-
fied, Lash also remarks that 
Haskell was at least in the 
vicinity when the 72nd PA 
made its advance (p.109).  
Lash may be making this 
observation more to support 
the timing of the regiment's 
advance and less to confirm 
Haskell's role in the charge 
but the text is unclear on 
this point.

Wert says that Haskell 
"struck some men on 

their back but stopped few 
of them" in reference to 

Haskell's "rallying" the 71st PA (Wert cites these men as 
the 69th PA but it is the same incident; p. 225).  Wert 
does not comment on Haskell's alleged role in the charge 
of the 72nd PA.  

By contrast, Gottfried omits Haskell's alleged role with the 
71st while presenting Haskell's claim to have led the 72nd 
PA forward as one of several alternate explanations of that 
unit's advance (p. 176).

Trudeau cites Haskell extensively but is silent on both of 
these incidents (when Haskell is merely commenting as 
an observer - as opposed to a participant - his commen-
tary is more reliable). 

One final bit of research is also of interest.  If one consults 
the new General Index for issues 1 -30 of The Gettysburg 
Magazine, one sees Haskell's name appear in 17 articles 
over the first 17 issues but in no article of the next 13 

issues.  There are many possible explanations for this but 
one is that recent historians do not consider Haskell a trust-
worthy witness.  That is my opinion as well.  In my article 
on the Philadelphia Brigade which will appear in the next 
issue of The Gettysburg Magazine, Lt. Frank Haskell does 
not make an appearance. 

    by Jim Heenehan

Continued from page 2 - Hero or Humbug

Dan Sickles - LOC

Lieutenant Frank Haskell 
- CWLM
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Old Baldy Dinner
The Old Baldy CWRT will hold a fund raising dinner 
on Saturday April 5, 2007 at Williamson Restaurant 
in Horsham PA. The featured speaker will be Dr. 
Thomas Lowry author of six books on the Civil 
War including the highly acclaimed "The Story the 

Soldiers Wouldn't Tell: Sex in the Civil War." Dr. 
Lowry's topic will be "Great Hits of the Courts-mar-
tial: A Riotous Compendium." This is a humorous 
look at the odd items that turned up in Dr. Lowry and 
his wife's extensive research of Union courts-martial 
records at the National Archives. Further details will 
be available over the next few months. Mark you cal-
endar - SATURDAY APRIL 5, 2008.
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Continued from page 7 - A New Sensation

Sickles made a forced march from Emmitsburg on Lee’s 
flank and took position on the left.  All these movements 
were without orders from Meade, who had not anticipated 
a collision with the enemy at Gettysburg, still less having 
decided to concentrate to fight a battle there.

All the morning the enemy had been massing their forces 
on our left for the purpose of turning that flank and occu-
pying the Round Tops, the key of our position, and the ele-

vated ridge extending to the Emmitsburg road in advance 
of Cemetery Ridge.  This was the position taken by the 
Third Corps, and to which General Meade’s attention had 
been repeatedly invited during the morning of the 2d of 
July.  The attention of the enemy had been fixed upon this 
as their best line of attack, and they proceeded to make 
their disposition for battle.  On our side we had no order of 
battle and no plan for attack or defense.  General Meade 
had decided on the morning of the 2d to attack the enemy 
on our right, but his plan was given up on the representa-
tions of General Slocum and General Warren.

To be Continued in the January Issue

Become active in your Roundtable!  Come to a meeting!  Enjoy an evening of education, information
and fellowship!

  
We urge you to continue your membership and hope to see you soon!  Please take a moment and write a

check for your annual dues of only $25.00 ($35.00 for the family) payable to “Old Baldy CWRT” 
and send it to:   Herb Kaufman. Treasurer, 

2601 Bonnie Lane, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006.  

   Steve Wright, President     Herb Kaufman, Treasurer


